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To form a charity, there were initially four common legal structures employed; a Trust set

out in a Trust Deed, an Unincorporated Association with a Constitution, a Company

limited by guarantee with Articles of Association and an Industrial and Provident Society

which has a set of Rules.
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A fifth structure has now been made available, known as a Charitable Incorporated

Organisation (CIO). Since 2 January 2013, it has been possible for the Charity Commission

to register CIOs.

This briefing paper looks at CIOs in England and Wales (CIOs in Scotland have been under

separate legislation since April 2011). 
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The advantages of a CIO

The disadvantages of CIOs

The timetable for the registration of a CIO
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Stewardship is the operating name of Stewardship Services (UKET) Limited. Established in 1906. Registered

charity no. 234714, registered in England and Wales, and a company limited by guarantee, no. 90305,

registered in England and Wales. Registered office: 1 Lamb's Passage, London EC1Y 8AB
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Rapid Response
Rapid Response brings together our

community of givers to serve global

humanitarian emergency situations.
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